HORSEBACK ADVENTURES: 4 RIDES OF A LIFETIME
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Travel » working ranches

Ride for the
Padlock
Brand

One of Wyoming's
most celebrated
ranches opens its gates to guests
for the first time, giving visitors the
chance to ride and work beside some
of the West’s best cowboys.

STORY AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GUY DE GALARD

jesse Ballantyne enfoys meeting guests from around the
warld and sharing with them his experience as 4 harseman
and cowbay
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“DON’T LOSE THAT COW!"

Tom Angle shouts to Charlie Killeen, whe darts afier the renegade
critter and disappears around a bend. Tom rides 1o the scene, but
b the time he arrives Charlie i nowhere to be found. Minutes
pass. Just as Tom begins contemplating riding ahead to look for
i, Charlie reappears, topping a ridge and still rrailing his cow,
which rejoins the herd being pushed by a group of cowhoys,

“Good job,” Tom savs, prompling a military salute from
i_:hu r| e, w|'||.1 returns b bas P::m.lll.lll.. I'II]LI!H tlank.

Charlie i froon Eredand. His wide once ashed him, out of the
blue, "If vou knew vou were dying, wihat would you like 1o do
befiared™



“1'd ke 1o g 1o Montana,” Charlie replicd, “and see it from
horsehack”

For Chartie’s 50th birthday, his wifie gave him a fall vacation
on the Padlock Ranch. Charlie brought his lomgtime friend
Dermitt along for the adventure, At home in Ireland, Charlie
i5 a police officer and Dermitt is & builder. At the Padlock.
though, they became cowhov.

FOUNDED BY HOMER AND MILDRED SCOTT in 1943, and
encompassing 0,000 acres, a third of it on the Crow Reserva-
mom, the Padbock straddies the b fomtana-Wyoming state fine. it's
flanked 10 the west by the majestic Big Horn Mountains, 1o the
cast by wikke-open, rolling plains. Last summer, the ranch known

throagghout the West as a traditional working outfit, opened its
doors to paying guests for the first time.

“We're sharing a legacy developed by the Scott famiby!” says Les
Munn, the ranch’s gest- redations irafager. " We want people o
experience a real working-ranch vacation. The bdea is to have the
puests participale in daily ranch work, and the authenticity of
our cowboys makes the experience unique. Guests learn about
horsermanship and stockmanship the traditiomnal way”

Whether Padlock guests choose the comfort of a spacious
lodge or the more rustic experience of a cow camp, they arrive
knowing they might put in long days as short-term working
oowinoys. Right from the start, they're reminded the Padlock is
e duhe ranch,
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The comtortable Padiock lodge wans built two years age

urges cattle toward a gate. The day's job irvolves gathering cattie to ke pregnancy checked - Matt
Miller, manager of the ranch’s Bar V unit, enjoys teaching puests about ranching culture and tradition

| e cistisl ;'rh.!r* el od its cavvy of |.'-'\-|l|.| ranch hofses

Wiih around 11,006 hesd of catibe to work, the Padlock horse

work with o purpose, and become sodid refiable moints o]

sith cow sense and handy in a corral or in

- D i .
Eravelers EL UL Pe
open couniry. The ranch docs its best 1o accommodate novice
riders, but the expericnce 1s best suited for guests who can
hamndle hiorses and cover country &t a long trof

Youn e expeected (o groonm anad saddle vour own lvorse, [om

savs. bt we re also here to help you
IT'SSTILL DARK as Tom lays out the daov s :'..'||l.'-'-'|'|I.'" TS
:_'.|||'_._-1.||::| SO0 '|'i_','||'|.||'::"¢ ond ITHOW I TR them across the ranch s
Clirk pastune for pregancy testing MNan Muller, who oversees

the Bar V' unit, and three other cowboys—Nick Donker, Clint

Hokseergen and Jesse Ballantyme—will lend a hand, as will
Charlie, Dermitt and |

[he sun is barely creeping over a ridge when we leave the

barn to make our circle, Soon, we start cimbing, following
i narrow tradl on the wide of a steep cameon. O top, the trail
ofgeens wp bo o viast platean, With Matt in the lead, we hit a long
trot. We must gather the cattle before heat and ffies dove them
into thick brush

AIeEr @ Souple of mdes, we locate the cattle, "i""-'-"l widely
over hills and draws. Matt decides (o divide s crew into three

5. He sends Tom abead with three nders, ensuning they'|

ETTIg
be in position fo furn the herd uphill. The other groups wil
|_'.,l||'|_'.' W BN |l-|_':-.\,||'|| ';'.‘”l |

Charlie, Mick and | go with Matt, Despite having grown ugp

£3 WEISTIRN HORSTMAN | FERRUARY F0i0

Fadlock cowboy Clint Hakieergen slawly

iy the Cereat Basin, where ¢ :|'|~.|:|::5.' traditioms | |.|".l.!-.1ri"' Mt tedls
lhe

will g o iy something differen,

!
mie he welcommes the niew ch npe ot wor ki wilh guiests

ey e k] o s foalkes ame
hie savs

As he rides, he affers instructions on how we ll gather the hill
and shares some of the finer points of cowbsoy etiguictie: stayimg

im vour circle, never ridioe m front of the cow boss, warting lor

rider who closes the gate
Aatt pushes a small bunch of cows uphill, When the cows

ach oy level, | tnke oveer and contd mrae driving them ||!_'Z'|||| il

i hiariee takes over. Posatiomed at the b |Ill|'\lI %5k 1 there 1o meet
ihe hend, and the bunch pours over the chest a1 @ trot
When | reach the top, | adimire the endbess view. The golden

mier heat, siretch o the

Moniana graslands, dry ;

horizon, A doe and her fawn gracefully bounce away behis
wime Ehoes

Half a mile away, | cin make out Nick and Cling sl working
their way scross the other hill. 5mall bunches of cattle they've

it

gathered copverpe into ooe big Bheed that stretches for @ mdle

i i ek }
the boniom of & canyven lined by a creek and thick brush

[he third groap of reders, headed by Tom, inchudes |ese and

Diermiat. As they s the herd approaching, they move into posi
tene o turn thie cattle |.'p:|:i'. Jesse b been cosboying for 40

years anid has rdden bor the P mand off bor 18, A sk

TRAHNSICIAN,

hamnd, an accomphished horsem

H
wirll respeched among the crew
Jesse 5, rst and boremos, a oowbos, with a special atferngy foe

working with horss WERCINE WLl ELests, e hos 1Ne ppoTTuEing



iy shuare his knowledge and experience, and help novces improve

both their horsemanship and cowboving skills. Taking guesis
along lor a day's work, he wyvs, adds interest to the job
Wiy homie & the Wiest, and 1 ke 1o share i with people witkose

e are clsewhere” Jesse explaos. | enjoy helping peopile better
understand the world of ranchang ancl the working covwhoy. It
A priviiche

\s the ternperature rises, the cattle become harder o move, The

of cattle. Manked by reders, slivwly M ICTS aoToss Like
miee. As the berd pocs throwgh o gate leading bo the next pastune,

whatt andd Tormn take a count. Chnce the last cow is through the gate,

1 i i e - . . - | ¥+
T diasmonts (o close it As he takes hold of the fence prost namg

y the grovmd, his hiorse steps between the barboed-wire stramnds
e veternn ranch horse remaing calm, though, albowimng, Tom o

free kim: Chardie and Dermiit waich the incadent in awe

AfTer fhe % all dowwnhill 1o thee rand b By the tIme we

reach the corrals, whene the herd will be tested, it's mmadday. We

tie o hories at the barm and head jor the lowdipe o e poy & fasty

ligrch. Laties that everimgd, we wiilch a ghonoos funsst Trodn the

I 1 &
sl s dieck @ nd remiinisce about thie day's |Ii..'i|.|'.;|'l|:"'
For vedrs. | wanted Eo know ivw Oons Isorys wathered ¢ iitle

Charlie savs. “Now | know,™ T
i

Gy de Calard 15 a Wyommng wreter and phorogrinpher
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